EXHIBITS OF JOINT COMMITTEE 2015
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
OFFICE OF FAR EASTERN AFFAIRS,
September 26, 1944.
Top Secret

There is attached a page from the Congressional Record of September 21, 1944,
in which there is a statement by Congressman Church in respect to the delivery
of a message to the State Department on December 7, 1941, by Lieutenant
Commander Kramer of the Navy Department.

Our recollection of the matter is as follows: At about 10: 00 a. m. on Decem-
ber 7 Mr. Hornbeck, Mr. Hamilton and Mr. Ballantine came to the outer office
of the Secretary of State to discuss the general situation of relations with
Japan. They were shown by Mr. John Stone, a Foreign Service officer then
serving as an assistant in the office of the Secretary, a document the contents of
which were pertinent to the subject of what they were going to discuss with the
Secretary and which had then been delivered to the outer office by Lieutenant
Commander Kramer, then on duty in the Navy Department. Lieutenant Com-
mander Kramer was present in the room. The document contained no reference
to any Japanese military movement. Mr. Hornbeck, Mr. Hamilton and Mr,
Ballantine are positive that no statement was made in their presence by
Lieutenant Commander Kramer, as alleged, to the'effect that “this looks like a
surprise attack upon Pearl Harbor and a midnight attack upon the Philippines.”

The conversation in the Secretary’s outer office was intermittent and scat-
tered among those present in the room- In other words, each person was not a
party to all of the conversation- Mr. Hornbeck has a distinet impression that
there was brought up Japanese naval disposition with specific mention of most
recent advices of Japanese naval movements in the Gulf of Siam-

Mr. Hamilton recollects also that Lieutenant Commander Kramer remarked
on that occasion, in reference to the matter of an appointment for the Japanese
Ambassador to see the Secretary of State at 1: 00 p. m. on December 7, that the
naming of the hour might mean that it was the hour for some Japanese move-
ment. No mention was made of Pearl Harbor or of Hawaii or of the Philippines.

With regard to the statement that Lieutenant Commander Kramer then went
to the White House and delivered the message, they have no knowledge whether
this was a fact.

/s/ JWB /s/ M. M. H.
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